burghers, gave the peasants a certain protection,
established the custom of decision by majority vote,
gave, the king needed executive powers, made the
throne hereditary, instituted numerous other reforms,
and provided for a consideration of constitutional
revision every 25 years. Laws affecting needed
corrections of abuse were passed and a brighter day
seemed just ahead.

THE SECOND AND THIRD           [1793 AND 1795]

PARTITIONS

But the stable was locked too late; the horse had
been stolen. The constitution should have been
re-written two centuries earlier. The vulture empires
which were feeding on Poland's body, seeing these
signs of reviving life, hastened to complete the
work they had begun, and in two, more bites, 1793 and
1795, gobbled up the rest of the land before the reforms
instituted by the new constitution could bear fruit.
With only a small army and no allies Poland was
helpless before its foes, and succumbed.

The provinces around Wilno, Warsaw, and present-
day Lodz, were taken by Russia, those of Cracow and
Lwow by Austria, and the Torun, Poznan, and Danzig
areas by Prussia, For Danzig was in its origin and
from 1466 until 1793 a city belonging to Poland.

It is an astounding thing, this partitioning of
Poland, the complete dividing of its territorry among
its three neighbours, but it happened. The best
English speaking authority on these events is Dr.